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Cornering the Husky is
tank junction makes ri

By Kit Palmer
Photos By Kinney Jones

recise and predictable. The new, smoother seat/
maneuverabilty a breeze.

The 1987 Husqvarna 250cc Enduro is just
about the prettiest thing on two wheels. It
has that spit-and-polished look that’s nearly
impossible to resist when eyeing the all-new

Husky as it sits proudly on the
showroom [loor. The Swedish-
made Husky 1s eye-catching, to
say the least. .

But good looks alone don't win
enduros. It takes a good-handhing,
quick-tuming, powerful, reliable mo-
orcycle o win enduros. Last year's
250cc Husky Enduro already featured
most of those attributes, but the 1986
model did leave room for improve-
ment. Styling wasn't one of them, but
the 1987 bike got it anyway,

The Husky looks like an all new
motorcvele, but when it gets down to
internal changes, there are only a
few. Most notable 1s the switch 1o a
longer-stroke motor. Many Husky

enduro riders felt the 1986 250cc En-

duro was a linle oo peaky; they
wanted a more manageable power-
band. 50, both the bore and stroke
have been changed in 1987 o 66.5 x
70.8mm from 695 x 64.5mm. To
compliment the different bore and
stroke, a new exhaust pipe was de-
signed. Attached to the new pipe is an
all-new aluminum U.5. Forestry-ap-
proved spark arrester/silencer, that
now mounts to the frame in two
places mnstead of one.

The rest of the water-cooled, two-
stroke motor remains basically un-
changed. The cylinder has slightly
different porting specs, and the pis-
ton has only one ning. The engine 15
sull carbureted through a 58mm,
round-bore Mikuni {with differem
jetting) and breathes through the

At 231 pnum:ll dry, the Husky is a little on the heavy side. The black
gas tank makes it hard to check fuel level.

reservoir and produces a long 12.2
inches of tavel.

Last year's Husky-made fork just
didn't cut it. Although the fork per-
formed adequaiely in low-speed situa-
tons, 1t couldn’t handle the rough
stuff at a faster pace. The front end
twitched, and any hard impact was
felt harshly in the nder's shoulders.
Last year, many Husky riders installed
a Husky Products fork kit, which
improved fork action immensely. For
1987, the Husky uses the exact same
fork as last year's 250 but with the
fork kit already installed. This means
requires the use of a suffer spring the fork damper assembly, springs
rate. The shock itsell has a piggyvback and bushings are all new. Front wheel

—_ travel 15 10.6 inches.

same right-side airbox. j
The six-speed transmission 1s the
same as the 1986 model, but, accord-
ing to Husky, the clurch received
minor refinements 1o improve relia-

bility.

Many Husky owners last year had
problems with the sieel engine side
covers corroding, but that problem
has been solved by switching toalum-
mum side covers.

New attention was given w the
Husky's front and rear suspension.
In the rear, the single-shock Ohlins
connects to a new linkage ratio that
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Huskys have always been noted for being good lookers, but the 1987 models take the cake. Three major
changes for 1987 include a longer stroke motor, different fork internals and a new front disc brake.

The front Lfitif brake is all-new for
1987. Last year's Husky featured a
Hoating disc and a single-piston cali-
per, but that’s been changed. The
disc 1s now mounted stationary to the
front hub, but the caliper has a [loat-
ing mount. Husky says this wasn't
done to improve effectiveness, but to
save money; the new unit is less
expensive to build. To improve stop-
ping power, the caliper now has a
double-piston set up. The Husky
front brake system is similar to the
system [ound on the big 650cc Cagiva
Elefant dual-purpose motorcycle.

The Husky comes stock with Met-
zeler tires, and the hubs are trimmed
down to decrease weight. The drive
chain 1s an O-ring type.

All-new, shiny, sano-looking Acer-
bis-made plastic i1s found on the
Husky, as 15 a new scat. The gas tank
is all black, but it's wrapped by a
white, single-piece radiator shroud.
This means Husky owners no longer
will have to worry about tank gra-
phics bubbling up and looking dis-
gusting after a few miles of riding
because the decals aren't apphed di-
rectly to the tank. The seat blends in
smoothly with the tank assembly.

On the trail

The Husky is an easy starter, but



An Ohlins piggyback reservoir shock connects to new linkages for a
more progressive ratio. Rear suspension works adequately.

the left side kick lever is a little on the
tall side and a but difficult to get a leg
on. Luckily, one or two good kicks
usually brings the Husky to life, hot
or cold.

Afrer a short warm-up penod, we
hit the wails and quickly noticed a
problem with the carbureuon. In
stock condition, our 250 ran rough at
low- to mid-range, and when rnding
downhill the Husky would load up
and barely run. We had the exact
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250cc Enduro.

But the cure is quick and simple.
We replaced the stock 2.5 shide with a
3.0 shide, and from then on the Husky
ran crisp and clean throughout the
powerband. No other jetting changes
were required.

Horsepower 1s similar to last year's
250, but the motorcycle has slightly
longer, stronger pull in the middle of
the powerband. The motor's strong




point isin low speed situations when
vou need plenty of torque and lug-
ging power to get vou through a
tight, technical secuon. It's hard 1o
stall the engine. It just keeps chug-
ing away, even when things look
erim, such as motoring up a long
rocky, loose uphill. The motor has a
smoother, broader powerband than
belore, gving vou additional conti-
dence to challenge more difficult ter-
rain. There’'s no worry about the
Husky suddenly coming on the pipe
and sending vou ol 1in a durection
vou don't want o go — it's predict-
able.

On faster rails, the Husky has no
problems LL eping up. It's not really
the fastest 250cc dirt bike around, and
a more experienced enduro rider
might want a bit more power on op,
but for the most part, the Husky can
¢t the job done the way 1t 1s.

The Husky vibrates more than we
liked, but it wasn't something we
couldn't live with. The vibration is
most evident in the middle ot the
powerband and is barely noticeable
when the engine 1s revved out on 1op.
During our first outing on the Husky,
a p1pe mount bolt vibrated loose, de-
stroying the outer threads in the
process.

We didn't have anyv complainis
with the Husky's transmission. It
shifts predictably and easv. A slight
nudge on the shift lever 1s all it akes

to catch the next gear, with or with-
out the aid of the clutch. The clutch
held up well to many miles of abuse,
but it isn't the smoothest-working
clutch around. Dropping the trans-
mission into first gear from neutral
usually produced a noticeable “thud”™
[rom the gearbox, especially when
the motorcyvele was cold. Sometumes
the motor would stall, as if the clutch
lever wasn't pulled 1n at all. But
when the Husky is in mouon, the
cClutch 1s easy to shp and works okay.
Although 1t's a long reach, one [inger
on the lever can get the job done.

The Husky's supension 1s very good
i most situations. On oght and
technical mrails, the Husky 1s extremely
stable and easy to control, although
the fork and shock are set up a litle
on the sufl side. Over rocky werrain,
the Husky really shines, It doesn’t do
anvthing unexpected and 1t doesn't
have any nasty habits,

The only thing the Husky doesn't
like is whoop-de-doos, especially at
high speeds. Over whoops, the back
end can get a hittle squirrelly and start
5 W .1}1].m'u_,_ il '-.m.i Fe ol P;I"u]“h( lose
attention. A lot of this has to do with
the mediocre front fork. It's best to
keep vour weight over the rear lender
and keep the front end hight, forcing
the rear shock to do maost of the work.

['urning the Husky issimple. With
the new mank/seat lavour, 1t's very
easy 1o slide vour weight up on the
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The fork is much improved for ‘87
but still needs some work.

tank when cornerime, but the bike 1s
very Lall. shorter riders wall find 1 a
little uncomfortable pivoning the
Husky in tight turns. The [ront Met-
zeler tire sticks well when the ground
1s tacky, bur on hard-packed, dry
around, the front end has a tendency
to wash out. The rear Meweler works
well in all conditions.

!J;}[:Jns, through tight and twisny
trails is a breeze on the Huskv. The
motorcvele cuts fast, predictable lines
through trees, bushes and rocks. The
tractable, smooth powerband makes
the Husky very easy to manage. You
can leave the Husky a gear oo high
and it will still chug its way through
tight trails. You won 't have to WOIry
about [anning the clutch or spending
a lot of ume shifting,

Slowing down [or turns is much
casier than it was with last year's
model. The front brake 15 stronger
and has a more progressive feel on the
lever. The brake lever fecls a Linle
mushy at first, but since braking
action 1s so smooth, progressive and
powerful, 1t's hardly noticeable.

Thereardrum brake does the tnick,
but the brake pedal 1s a little hard o
bind at omes. IUs tucked 1in close to
the engine case, and the pedal’s [ool
rest 1s a Lhutle on the shor sade, Ocher
than that, the rear brake 15 strong
enough to control the back end
through turns, over whoops and
around rocks. But it sull loses some
power when it gets wet.

There are a lew things that we
didn’t hike about the Husky.

Themotorcycle 1s heavy, The exira
welght 1sre Lill"r noticeable when bull-
doeging the bike up hills, or when
pulling it out of ruts and mud holes,
or when riding 1t over logs and rocks.

We also don't hike the black gas
tank because 11t makes it difficulr, ol
not impaossible, 1o see and check fuel
level when lookimg down the hiller
hole. 1f the tank 1s less than hall full,
you can’t see how much fuel is actu-
ally lefr.

We didn't have any major mechan-
ical problems with the Husky, but a
fork seal did smart leaking after we
rode about 150 miles, and the pipe-
mount bolt backed out. Other than
that, our Husky held up well with
little servicing. To date, both the
kickstand spring and the odometer
cable are still intact and operating,

The 1947 Husqvarna 230cc Enduro
15 detinitely an improvement over
last vear's maodel, but it could sull use
less weight and beelier forks. Other
than that, the Husky has what 1t takes
to zero checks and make 1t to the
finish. .




The longer stroke motor and porting changes gives the new Husky Enduro
a stronger and broader powerband, but it’s still slow on top.

The Husky works best in tight, technical and low-speed situations. In the

whoops and at speed, the Husky can get a little squirrely.

Husgvarna 250cc Enduro

Engine type ...... Liguid-cooled,
two-stroke, single
Bore x stroke . ... 66.5 x 70.8mm
Displacement
Compression ratio
Carburetor
Horsepower . ............. N/A
Torque N/A
Starting system Primary kick
Ignition
Lubrication
Primary drive Straight-cut
gears
Final drive
Gear ratios
79/30; 2.630
52/14; 3.710
20/27: 0.740
22/25; 0.880
24/23;1.043
26/20; 1.300
29/17:1.706
33/14; 2.357
Single downtube,
split double cradle

Telescopic
fork
Fork tube diameter
Front wheel travel ... ....10.6 in.
Rear suspension ... Single-shock,
swingarm
Rear wheel travel
Front brakes
Rear brakes
Front tire ..... 3.00x271 Metzeler
Rear tire 4.50x21 Metzeler
Claimed dry weight 231 Ibs.
Overall length ..........B6.6in.
Overall width N/A
Overall height |

Fuel capacity ........
Ground clearance ....
Seat height

Colors

Retail price
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